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Congress of the United States
Houge of Representatives
T#ashington, DE 20515

May 1, 2008

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20003

Dear Secretary Rice:

On Monday, April 21, Reverend Phillip Miles was sentenced to more than three years in
a Russian prison for not disclosing a $25 box of hunting ammunition packed safely in his
suitcase when traveling in Russia. Rev. Miles was intending to visit a fellow pastor in
Perm, Russia, and had brought the hunting rounds to be a gift for his colleague. We are
appalled by the decision of the Russian court, and urge you to use all diplomatic tools to
sec that Rev, Miles' sentence is overfurned and he be allowed to return to the United
States immediately.

While Rev. Miles admitted to violating the Russian restriction, his crime hardly qualified
for the harsh sentence he received. Additionally, the Russian court failed to address that
nowhere in its customs zone is any declaration that ammunition must be declared. It 1§
imperative to protect American citizens at home and abroad when they are treated
unjustly. Rev. Miles is neither an international arms smuggler nor a threat to the Russian
society: he is a pastor who has made more than 12 humanitarian trips to Russia, and his
sentence should reflect that.

Again, we encourage you o use diplomatic resources to ensure that Rev. Miles is able to
return home as soon as possible.

Sincerely,












MAY-E1-26683 17:26 REF JOHM DOOLITTLE 282 225 5444 P. G

Vilihgs MM

TOTAL P.BZ



